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DRAMATIC READINGS FROM “THE DOMESTIC CRUSADERS” 
An extraordinary look into the everyday lives 

 of a Muslim South Asian immigrant family in the aftermath of 9/11 
 
Who:  Presented by the “One City One book Tour,” Oakland Public Library, and the Before 

Columbus Foundation 
What:  Dramatic Reading by the Cast of Wajahat Ali’s The Domestic Crusaders  

(Also featuring the Premiere of a new scene from the sequel to The Domestic Crusaders) 
Where: ProArts Gallery, 550 2nd Street, 3:00-5:00 pm 
When: Saturday, FEBRUARY 11, 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Cost:   Free Admission 
 

FEBRUARY 25 Salon of Spices: South Asian Writers in Performance 
Feat ur i ng Waj ahat  Al i ,  Shai l j a Pat el ,  Mahmud Rahman,  & 

ot her s 
Barnes & Noble–Jack London Square, 7:00-9:00 pm 

Free Admission 
 
(Oakland CA) January 29, 2006 ---- Witness dramatic readings, including the premiere of a new scene, 
from the internationally renowned, Muslim American play The Domestic Crusaders by Wajahat Ali. 
 
 
“ Wajahat Ali is a major new voice in American literature. His play is to Muslim American theatre 
what A ‘Raisin in the Sun’ is to African American theater." - Mitch Berman, head of Center of Literary 
Arts, SJSU 
 
“ An earthshaking play ” – Contra Costa Times 
 
Domestic Crusaders is “a passionate mirror of the condition of the USA, 2005 ” – Jack Foley, Alsop 
Review. 
 
“ the play shines with a heartwarming humanity that emphasizes the universal values we all share ” – 
India West 
 
“It reminded me of ‘Raisin in the Sun’” – Jennifer Stone, KPFA 

-more- 
 
             
            The dramatic reading of several scenes from The Domestic Crusaders , a two act family drama 
by Wajahat Ali, will feature the original cast, members of the Bay Area’s South Asian community, and is 
directed by author and theater scholar Carla Blank and produced by MacArthur Fellow Ishmael Reed. 
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The play offers the public an extraordinary look into everyday lives of a Muslim South Asian immigrant 
family dealing with the impact of 9/11 on their family and community. 
 
 The Domestic Crusaders has been featured in BBC World Radio, the cover of San Francisco 
Chronicle Datebook, San Jose Mercury News, Oakland Tribune, Geo-International Television, KGO- 
radio, and KPFA radio. The play was received with great acclaim in its 2005 premiere showcase at the 
prestigious Berkeley Repertory Theatre. It has also played to sold out, multicultural audiences at San 
Jose State University on the anniversary of September 11th. Scenes from the play have been featured in 
the 2005 Berkeley Arts Festival and 2004 staged readings at Oakland’s prestigious Art & Soul Festival, 
the Mehran Theater Restaurant in Newark, and the Main Branch Auditorium of the Oakland Public 
Library.   
 
 The Domestic Crusaders chronicles cultural, political, and religious conflicts of a fictional 
modern Pakistani Muslim immigrant family living in post 9/11 America.  Its blunt, no-holds barred 
authentic depiction focuses on one day in the life of one family composed of six unique members, who 
convene at the family home for a birthday celebration.  With a background of 9-11 and the 
scapegoating of Muslim Americans, the humor, tensions and sparks fly among the three generations. 
The day culminates in an intense family battle as each “crusader ” struggles to assert and impose their 
respective voices and opinions while still attempting to maintain and understand that unifying thread that 
makes them part of the same family. 
 
 As an alternative to the cardboard stereotypes regularly offered in today’s world of 
marginalizing people, the Patriot Act, the popularity of Fox News style, and the belief that if you look 
different, then you might be a threat, the Before Columbus Foundation presents The Domestic Crusaders 
to enlighten the public on issues of multiculturalism, racism, and the need for tolerance in a changing 
world. 

### 
 
FOR MORE I NFO  
VI SI T:  http://www.domesticcrusaders.com 
VI SI T WWW.OAKLANDLIBRARY.ORG 
 
 

 
Who’s who in “The Domestic Crusaders”   
Wajahat Ali (Playwright) is a Muslim American of Pakistani descent who is neither a terrorist nor a 
saint. The Domestic Crusaders is his first play. Born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area, he has 
been writing, producing and directing plays, films, and sketches since he was a child, enlisting his friends 
to be actors and crew.  He hesitantly began writing The Domestic Crusaders as a student in order to pass 
a 20 page short story assignment due for a writing class taught by Ishmael Reed at the University of 
California, Berkeley, in Fall, 2001, and with his encouragement, transformed the piece into a full length 
play. In addition to just completing his first year as a law student at the University of California, Davis, 
he is currently mapping out a two-part prequel/sequel of The Domestic Crusaders.  
 
Ishmael Reed (Producer) is the author of nine novels, six plays, one opera libretto, six books of poetry, 
and six books of essays, and he is the editor of numerous anthologies and magazines. His collaborations 
with musicians have resulted in three CD collections: “Conjure I” and “Conjure II ” from American 
Clave, most recently reissued by Rounder Records; and the forthcoming “Conjure III ” from Blue Note. 
His most recent play, “Who’s Who in the Tough Love Game, ” premiered in 2004 at the Black 
Repertory Theatre in Berkeley and will have its New York City premiere at the Nuyorican Poets Café in 
Fall, 2005. His honors include: the Robert Hirsch Award from The Los Angeles Times for his book, 
“ Blues City, A Walk Through Oakland” (Crown, 2003); a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation Fellowship Award; The Otto Award for Political Theater; the Integrity Award from the 
Oakland Women’s Chamber of Commerce; and the Chancellor’s Award for Community Service from 
the University of California, Berkeley, where he  taught creative writing courses for thirty-five years, 
retiring emeritus as of January, 2005. During the 2005 Spring semester he was a Visiting Artist/Scholar 
at San Jose State University, holding the Lurie Chair in Creative Writing.  He is also founder of the 
Before Columbus Foundation, which annually presents the American Book Awards and the Oakland 
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chapter of PEN.  His online literary magazine, “Konch, ” can be found at 
http://www.ishmaelreedpub.com/. 
 
Carla Blank (Director) began her performance career as a child and made her New York City debut in 
1963, as a participant in the experimental and collaborative Judson Dance Theater Workshop. She has 
been a performer, director, and teacher of dance and theater in the San Francisco Bay Area for thirty-
five years, especially devoting her time to youth and community arts performance projects. Funders of 
Bay Area programs have included the California Arts Council, the Alameda Arts and Berkeley Civic Arts 
commissions, and the Zellerbach, Stulsaft and San Francisco foundations.  She has been involved in the 
development of The Domestic Crusaders since its inception, both as dramaturg and director.  She is co-
author, with Jody Roberts, of "Live On Stage!," an anthology of performing arts techniques and styles 
available in teacher resource and student editions (Dale Seymour Publications, a Pearson education 
imprint, 1997), and author and editor of the recently released historical reference, "Rediscovering 
America, The Making of Multicultural America, 1900-2000," (Three Rivers Press, a Random House 
imprint, 2003).  Her current writing project is a timeline of 19th  century America. 
 
The Before Columbus Foundation (Sponsoring organization) was founded in 1976 as a nonprofit 
educational and service organization dedicated to the promotion and dissemination of contemporary 
American multicultural literature. The goals of BCF are to provide recognition and a wider audience for 
the wealth of cultural and ethnic diversity that constitutes American writing. BCF has always employed 
the term "multicultural" not as a description of an aspect of American literature, but as a definition of all 
American literature. BCF believes that the ingredients of America's so-called "melting pot" are not only 
distinct, but integral to the unique constitution of American Culture -the whole comprises the parts.  
 
In today’s world of marginalizing people, the Patriot Act, the popularity of Fox News, and the belief that 
if you look different, and act different, then you might be a threat, the Before Columbus Foundation 
seeks to enlighten the public on issues of multiculturalism, racism, and the need for tolerance in a 
changing world.  Consistent with its mission, the Before Columbus Foundation presents The Domestic 
Crusaders, a two act play that offers the public an extraordinary look into the every day lives of a 
Muslim Pakistani-American family dealing with the impact of 9/11 on their family and community. 

 
 
 


